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RELIGIOUS, rettfus, LIBEETY, the
right of every one to form his religious opin-
ions and to express them in worship without
interference from the state. Among the
nations of ancient times the idea of reli-
gions liberty was almost totally lacking, the
individual being subject to the king in reli-
gious as well as in civil matters. During the
early centuries of the Christian Era the Chris-
tians were frequently persecuted, and not
until after the conversion of Emperor Con-
stantine was full toleration of religious
worship granted to all persons. In A. ix 313
he published an edict establishing Chris-
tianity as the state religion of the Roman
Empire.

Previous to the Protestant Reformation
the authority of the Roman Catholic Church

was almost universally recognized through-
out Europe, and the question of religious
liberty did not arise. The Reformation did
not directly introduce the question, since
every ruler, Catholic or Protestant, believed
that unity of faith among his subjects was
necessary to the integrity of the state. Reli-
gious liberty is the outgrowth of the gradual
broadening of men's minds through educa-
tion, travel and perfection of means of com-
munication. It received its first great im-
petus with the emigration of the Pilgrims
to America; the first amendment to the Amer-
ican Constitution provides that Congress shall
make no law respecting the establishment of
religion. The spirit of tolerance developed
in America has exerted a strong influence on
other nations, and religious toleration now
prevails in all progressive countries.

EEMBRANDT, rem'brant (1608-1669),
whose full name was REMBRANDT HARMENSZ
VAN RUN,, was the greatest painter and etcher
Holland has produced and one of the su-
preme masters of all time. He was born at
Leyden. At the age of twenty-five he went
to Amsterdam, where he spent the rest of
his life.

Rembrandt was remarkably prolific and
versatile. His subjects include portraits, reli-
gious and classical themes and landscapes,
and he was equally
successful as a
painter and as an
etcher. As the
first real Dutch
master of natural-
istic portraiture
Rembrandt quick-
ly acquired a
wealthy and dis-
tinguished patron-
age, and his por-
traits are valuable
not only as su-
preme works of art, but also as records of
his time. He reserved much of his time
from this profitable labor and painted numer-
ous portraits of himself and of members of
his family, including his beautiful wife,
Saskia, to whom he was married in 1634. He
also executed scores of other masterpieces,
which are now among the chief treasures
of the great galleries.

His most famous work, The Night Watch,
a large composition of twenty figures rep-
resenting the civic guard of Ms city leaving
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